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PRESIDENT’S NOTE

Season's Greetings! 

As we bid farewell to 2023 and eagerly await the arrival of 2024, I want to
express gratitude to each and every one of you, our valued members, and our
esteemed executive board. Leading this extraordinary group of individuals
from across the state has been an honor and I am humbled by having the
privilege.  

The past year has been a whirlwind of activity, with all of us hustling and
bustling through various tasks, covering extra duties, and navigating the
challenges that time constraints often bring. It's a testament to the dedication
and hard work of everyone involved. 

Reflecting on the personal
aspect of 2023, I was
blessed to have welcomed
another addition to our
family, my newborn daughter,
Lexi Ann. While my wife
deserves all the credit, I like
to think I played a supportive
role, except for that brief
moment when I was on the
verge of passing out. While
the year started out happy,
the year took an unexpected
180 degree turn when my
sister-in-law succumbed to a
brief, intense battle with
cancer at the age of 41. This
loss prompted a pause for
reflection, emphasizing the

importance of counting our blessings—family, friends, colleagues, career,
home, and more. 
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Remembering Rob Ott

Our chapter also experienced a great loss this past year. In remembering the passing of Rob Ott, the director of public
works for the City of Manhattan, we mourn the loss of a great person and friend. Rob's dedication to APWA, his
career, and, above all, his family, was commendable. I had the honor of previously serving on our board with Rob as
the president. He volunteered to speak at our fall conference this year. Rob called me a few days before his passing,
while he was in the hospital. The voicemail he left me, advising to find a replacement speaker as he might not be
around, was a stark reminder of life's fragility. It was a difficult message to hear, but it reinforced my gratitude for the
many blessings in my life. 

While acknowledging the challenges, let's not forget that 2023 was a year filled with greatness. This reflection isn't
meant to dampen the holiday spirit but to encourage a moment of contemplation. Take a break this holiday season,
spend quality time with loved ones, and friends. Our professional responsibilities can wait until tomorrow.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your president this year. As I conclude my presidency, I extend warm wishes to
each of you for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Before I sign off, here's a useful piece of advice: If you ever find yourself pulled over for speeding, consider not
representing yourself in court. Trust me, it's a battle you might not win. Sometimes, it's just simpler to pay the ticket.
 
Warm regards, 
Michael Heigert 
APWA KS Chapter President 

Rob’s life as a professional civil engineer spanned over two decades. From
2000 to the summer of 2005, Rob worked as the State Corridor Engineer for
the Kansas Department of Transportation. In early fall of 2005, he took the
position of City Engineer for the City of Manhattan. He then was promoted to
Public Works Director for the City of Manhattan in 2014. He held that position
until he passed. He was a member of the American Public Works Association
and served as the President of the Kansas Chapter.

Rob’s many career accomplishments include redevelopment projects, utility
relocations, expansions of major roadways, collaborations with both state and
federal government agencies on projects such as the National Bio- and Agro-
Defense Facility, and the Manhattan levee system. He also used his leadership
skills to secure millions of dollars in state and federal funding.

In early 2023, a joint maintenance facility, a project he worked for years to
bring to reality for members of the Public Works and Parks and Recreation
Departments, was opened for use. He was shocked, honored, and most
certainly surprised that the City of Manhattan dedicated the facility in his honor.
They chose to name it the Robert K. Ott Municipal Services Facility.

January 5, 1973 - 
October 11, 2023
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APWA AWARDS INFORMATION
 

APWA AWARDS SUBMITTAL 
SAVE THE DATE 
February 5, 2024 

 
The 2024 National APWA Awards are now available on-line to review the criteria and submittal requirements
http://www.apwa.net . For the Kansas APWA Chapter, the deadline to submit your project is February 5, 2024. You will
submit them to me directly via email to baletkowski@transystems.com  I must have them by midnight February 5,
2024. I can accept most formats such as .doc; .pdf; pdf is the preferred format. If your submittal is over 10MB please
contact me via phone at 316-303-3011 so we can make different arrangements. I would also ask that you submit
between 8 – 12 photos in jpeg format of your project. Below are the different categories for submitting.  
 
Project of the year award 
The APWA Public Works Project of the Year Award was established to promote excellence in the management and
administration of public works projects by recognizing the alliance between the managing agency, the
consultant/architect/engineer, and the contractor who, working together, complete public works projects. 
Awards are given in four divisions: 
1. Projects less than $5 million 
2. Projects of $5 million, but less than $25 million 
3. Projects of $25 million to $75 million 
4. Projects more than $75 million 
and five categories: 
 
1. Structures—to include public structure preservation/rehabilitation, municipal buildings, parks, etc. 
2. Transportation—to include roads, bridges, mass transit, etc. 
3. Environment—to include treatment and recycling facilities, landfill reclamation projects, sewer projects, etc. 
4. Historical Restoration/Preservation—to include historical restoration, preservation and adaptive reuse of existing
buildings, structures, and facilities, etc. 
5. Disaster or Emergency Construction/Repair—to include the techniques and timing for safety, community relations,
environmental protection, adverse conditions and additional considerations. 
 
Project of the year award for small cities/rural communities  
The APWA Public Works Project of the Year Award for agencies from cities or counties with a population of 75,000 or
less was established to promote excellence in demonstrating creativity, ingenuity, and efficiency in the delivery of
Public Works projects that have a profound impact on the community. The award does not have a fixed dollar amount
and can include, but is not limited to, the following categories: structures, environmental, historic preservation,
emergency response, or transportation projects that have created a positive impact on the life of the community. The
Award is given for impact in the community as compared to a dollar amount. 

Continued on Next Page
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The categories which could be included are: 
1. Structures – to include new public structures or the preservation/or rehabilitation of existing public structures
including, municipal buildings and parks. Other structures as defined in the Historic Restoration/Preservation and
Transportation categories shall not be considered in the structures category. 
2. Transportation – to include roads, bridges, mass transit that serve any or all modes of travel including bicycles and
foot traffic. Other transportation projects as defined in the Historical Restoration/Preservation and Structures
categories shall not be considered in the Transportation category. 
3. Environment – to include treatment and recycling facilities, landfill reclamation projects, and sewer projects.  
4. Historical Restoration/Preservation – to include historical restoration, preservation and adaptive reuse of existing
buildings, structures, and facilities, that are 75 years or older to qualify as historical 
5. Disaster or Emergency Construction Repair – to include the techniques and timing for safety, community relations,
environmental protection, adverse conditions and additional considerations.5. Disaster or  
 
Please note, if you submit an award under the small cities/rural communities, you cannot submit the same project for
Project of the Year Award. 
 
Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year Award 
 
The Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year program seeks to inspire excellence and dedication in public service
by recognizing the outstanding career service achievements of individual public works professionals and officials, from
both the public and private sectors. The primary focus of the award is on career service to the public works profession
rather than on any one single event or project. 
 
There are five Professional Award Categories and their criteria can be found at the link below: 

Commendation for Exemplary Service to Public Works  1.
Excellence in Snow and Ice Control 2.
Exceptional Performance Awards (6 categories) 3.
Management Innovation Award 4.
Technical Innovation Award 5.

 
There are sixteen Member Award Categories and their criteria can be found at the link below: 

Chapter Membership Achievement Award 1.
Community Involvement Award 2.
Distinguished Service to Public Works Award 3.
Donald C. Stone Award for Excellence in Education 4.
Harry S. Swearingen Award for Outstanding Chapter Achievement and Excellence in Chapter Service 5.
International Service Award 6.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Administrative Management 7.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Engineering and Technology 8.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Facilities and Grounds 9.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Public Fleet 10.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Public Right-of-Way 11.
Professional Manager of the Year Award – Public Works Emergency Management 12.
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Solid Waste 13.

Continued on Next Page



APWA KANSAS CHAPTER QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

5QT 4 | 2023 kansas.apwa.net

Professional Manager of the Year Award - Transportation 
Professional Manager of the Year Award - Water Resources 
Myron Calkins Young Leader of the Year Award 

 
Kansas Chapter George Williams Award 
The George Williams Award was created in recognition of outstanding excellence and dedication in public service through the
outstanding achievements and accomplishments of an individual public works official. 
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MAY 8 10 2024
KS APWA

T H E

SPRING CONFERENCE
IN LAWRENCE, KS
THE OREAD HOTEL

CHECK OUT THE
WINTER 2023 EDITION

OF THE KS LTAP
NEWSLETTER! 

READ NOW!

https://kutc.ku.edu/sites/kutc/files/documents/2023%20Newsletters/2023%20Winter%20LTAP%20Newsletter%20FINAL.pdf
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KS CHAPTER APWA FALL CONFERENCE
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