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2023 CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS OPEN
JUNE 13, 2023 TO SEPTEMBER 27, 2023
The 2023 APWA Kansas Chapter is seeking exciting and thought-provoking
presentations in line with our organization member’s interests. The program
committee encourages proposals from a diverse array of organizational and
individual leaders with different perspectives, including employers and
practitioner from the public and private sectors, research centers, and training
and certification providers.

Special consideration will be given to proposals that share best practices,
multidisciplinary and cross-sector solutions and success stories. Presentation
proposals are due by September 27, 2023. We are looking to fill four to five
different time slots on the one-day conference in Salina Kansas on October
13, 2023. There will be no cost to presenters for attendance and food for the
day. We only ask that you travel to Salina to make the presentation on the day
of the conference. Presentation time slots are approximately 30 to 45 minutes
in length.

If you believe that you have something that would educate and inspire our
member of the Kansas Chapter please contact Michael Heigert,
(mheigert@benesch.com) with a simple email, with the title of your topic and
few sentences about presentation will suffice as you proposal to the
organization.
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2023 PROJECT AWARDS
Project of the Year SC/RC – Environment

Haysville Biosolids Dewatering
Owner: City of Haysville
Consultant: Professional Engineering Consultants,
P.A.
Contractor: Conco Construction

Project of the Year SC/RC – Structures
Clair Donnelly Amphitheater 
Owner: City of Maize
Consultant: Professional Engineering Consultants,
P.A.
Contractor: Dondlinger Construction
Photo: Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Ross Jensby, City of Maize and Greg
Anderson, Dondlinger

Project of the Year SC/RC – Transportation
K-18 & Karns Roundabout
Owner: City of Junction City
Consultant: Kaw Valley
Contractor: Smoky Hill Construction
Photo: Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Justin Owens, Kaw Valley

Project of the Year – Transportation – Less than $5
Million

Lawrence Loop from Peterson Park to Michigan
Street
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Consultant: Trekk Design Group, LLC
Contractor: Kings Construction & Excavation
Photo:Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair; Jake Baldwin, Engineering Program
Manager; Spencer Osborne, Trekk; Derrick Price,
Trekk; Taylor King, Kings Construction
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Project of the Year – Structures – Less than $5
Million

Bowersock Dam Rehabilitation
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Consultant: Olsson
Contractor: Dondlinger Construction
Photo: Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Dave Cronin, City of Lawrence; Grant
Luckenbill, Olsson; Aaron Carter, Dondlinger
Construction

Project of the Year – Disaster or Emergency Repair
– Less than $5 Million

63rd Street South over the Arkansas River Bridge
Repair
Owner: Sedgwick County Public Works 
Consultant: Alfred Benesch and Company
Contractor: Dondlinger Construction
Photo:Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Daniel Schrant, Sedgwick County
Deputy Director of Public Works, Lynn Packer,
Sedgwick County Director of Public Works, Mark
Lorenz, Vice President Dondlinger Construction,
Michael Heigert, Alfred Benesch and Company

Project of the Year – Historical
Restoration/Preservation – Less than $5 Million

Santa Fe Depot Parking Lot
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Consultant: Bartlett & West
Contractor: Farmer Excavating
Photo:Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Dave Cronin, City of Lawrence;
Chance Gier, Farmers Excavating

Professional Nomination Diversity
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Recipient: Evan Korynta 
Photo: Evan Korynta, City of Lawrence ADA
Compliance Administrator, Brett Letkowski,
TranSystems, APWA of KS Award Chair
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Professional Nomination Management
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Recipient: Angela Buzard
Management Innovation Award for the Career
Advancement Program
Photo:Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Angela Buzard, General Manager
Municipal Services and Operation, City of
Lawrence

Professional Nomination Safety 
Owner: City of Lawrence
Safety Award: Lawrence Exceptional Performance
in Safety Award for the MSO Department’s
Operational Impact Assessments
Recipient: Jenny O’Brien
Photo:Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Jenny O’Brien, Management Analyst,
City of Lawrence 

Professional Nomination Adversity 
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Recipient: Trevor Flynn
Photo: Brett Letkowski, TranSystems, APWA of KS
Award Chair, Trevor Flynn, Assistant Director
Municipal Services and Operations, City of
Lawrence

Professional Manager of the Year
Owner: City of Lawrence 
Recipient: Melinda Harger

Our PWX Chapter Dinner will be held
at the Fish Market in San Diego on

August 29th. 

Registration for this dinner will be on
our website in July.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
Currently activity in Congress has slowed
down for the start of the summer, but keep
updated and stay connected with proposed
legislation and activity by doing the following: 

Visit the APWA website on
Government affairs
Sign up to receive action alerts via
text by simply texting PWX to 52886 
Connect with National APWA on
LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and
Instagram

The State Legislative session has ended
and will not resume until January 2024. Now
would be a great time to contact your State
Legislator. A short visit will go a long way in
building rapport when you need to contact
your legislator about issues that concern
public works. A short meeting or introduction
is also a good idea for your Congressional
representatives that are back from
Washington, D.C. 

Travis Lowe, (BHL & Associates) lead the
APWA round table for June.Below are a few
points from his summary of this year’s
Kansas legislative session:

800 bills were filed.
Over 90 bills were signed by
Governor Kelly. 
16 bills were vetoed, plus many line
item vetoes.
The State Budget fully funded the
State Highway Fund with no
extraordinary transfers from the
State Highway Fund.

In addition, $220 million was
scheduled over 4 years from the
State General Fund to assist local
governments in matching Federal
funds. 

The phase out for state tax on food
by 2025 does not include local sales
tax on food. 
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MAY 8 10 2024
KS APWA

T H E

SPRING CONFERENCE
IN LAWRENCE, KS

VOLUNTEERS
CALL FOR

2024 SPRING CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

The Spring Conference Committee organizes all activities
related to the chapter spring conference for both the Joint
APWA/KCHA Conference and the Kansas Chapter only
conference. Duties of the conference committee include:

Reserving facility to host conference and arranging for
hotel accommodations
Arranging agenda including speaking topics and
speakers
Providing space and accommodations for vendors
Food and beverage for the conference
Registration information and notification to membership
Speaker Gifts and Door Prizes
Coordination with Chapter Awards
Coordination with Scholarship Auction Committee
Coordination with Scholarship Golf Committee

Please contact Brandon Bayless if interested,
bbayless@lawrenceks.org

VOLUNTEER
CALL FOR

SCHOLARSHIP AUCTION CHAIR

The Scholarship Auction Committee organizes a
scholarship fundraising auction that occurs every year
except those years that the Mid-Am conference is held.
The Committee is comprised of individuals that generally
assist with the donation of items to the auction and
planning the event itself. The Auction Committee also
coordinates keeping track of the items purchased, who
purchases them and how much they are purchased for.
The chapter treasurer is typically a member of the Auction
Committee to assist with the collection of the auction funds.
Typically, the Scholarship Auction raises between $10k
and $15k and is conducted on the night prior to the last day
of the annual Spring Conference. 

Please contact Michael Heigert if interested,
mheigert@benesch.com
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APWA MID AM EXPO HIGHLIGHTS
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